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FA Youth Cup Round 3 
Monday December 3rd, : L<e) 


Burton Albion v 
Sheffield Wednesday 
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Good evening and welcome 
to the Pirelli Stadium tonight 
for our FA Youth Cup Third 
Round match against 
Sheffield Wednesday. | would 
like to welcome everybody 
who has travelled here today 
fram Sheffield Wednesday 
and we’re looking forward to 
a really good test this evening 
of how far our boys have 
progressed. 

We did really well against 
Bottesford in the last round 
and the performances 
individually wise have been 
fantastic. It’s a really good 
game for us tonight against 
Sheffield Wednesday which 
will really test the boys. The 
lads want to be tested against 
players from higher academies 
to see where they are at and 
where they are developing. It 
should be a really good tie. 

In the past we have 
struggled to play to our 
potential when we have been 
at the Pirelli Stadium in front 
of a crowd. The big thing is to 
come here and play in front of 
the Gaffer and everybody else, 
You really want to impress and 
in the first game against 
Kidderminster there were 
nerves in the first 45 minutes 
but after that we played really 
well and won the match. 
Nerves play a big Part in the 
mental side of things but in 
the last game we played some 
excellent football and we’re 


hoping that will car 
to tonight. eipieh 


Burton Albion Football Club 


lanagers Notes 


Academy Manager Mike Whitlow 


We have a few boys in the 
squad tonight who have been 
involved with the first team 
this year. Most people will 
recognise Matty Palmer now, 
he’s been involved with the 
first team on matchdays and 
made his first team debut 
against Altrincham in the FA 
Cup a couple of weeks ago. I’m 
hoping Matt will keep doing 
what he’s doing — he’s one for 
the future. He hopefully has a 
very bright future in the game 
and his attitude has been a 
credit for him. We have 
several others who have come 
in this year as well who have 
been fantastic. Harry Austin 
has been training with the first 
team and Joe Doyle and Liam 
Slade have been playing with 
the reserves. It’s about their 
application and their work 
ethic has been superb. 

We also have Marcus 





Harness who has been on fire 
over the past few weeks. He’s 
found a rich vein of form and 
has scored seven goals in eight 
games. He wants to keep that 
going now and when 
goalscorers are scoring goals 
they really come alive. Himself 
and Leandro Browne who are 
up front are both young and it 
takes time to settle into full 
time football. I’m hoping that 
we can have a big year for 
some of the players now. 

So thank you to everybody 
who has come down to 
support the lads tonight. This 
is a really big occasion for the 
team and they'll be hoping to 
show what they can do against 
a side from a higher level. 


Enjoy the match 


Mike Whitlow 
Academy Manager 
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Player Interview: 
Matty Palmer 


2012 has been a big year for 
17 year old Matty Palmer. The 
central midfielder was heavily 
involved with the first team 
during the pre-season 
schedule and has gone on to 
be handed a squad number 
by manager Gary Rowett. 

Palmer now splits his 
training time between the first 
team and academy, playing 
each week for the under 18s 
as well as often being a part of 
the matchday squad for the 
senior side. 

After travelling to Exeter and 
Plymouth on the avernight 
stays, Palmer made his first 
senior appearance as a late 
substitute in the FA Cup First 
Round Replay victory at 
Altrincham. 

Tonight Palmer is hoping to 
cause an upset and progress 
to the fourth round and is 
confident of his side’s chances. 
He said, ‘Everyone wanted to 
play a big team, bigger than 
what we usually play, and with 
Sheffield Wednesday we think 
we have a chance of doing 
well and beating them. 

‘The surface at the Pirelli 
Stadium is really good so we 
can play the ball around and 
there will be a bit more 
atmosphere than what we are 
used to in the academy 
games. That probably adds to 
the nerves but in a good way, 
it gets you up for the match. 
We work hard to make sure 
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we win so hopefully we'll be 
able to show that. 


Palmer's development this 
season him become a regular 
face in the matchday squad 
and now he is targeting more 
first team appearances before 
the end of the season. 

‘I've been travelling with the 
first team and training with 
them,’ said Palmer. ‘Getting 
on in the FA Cup was really 
gocd and then when | go back 
with the youth team | play 90 
minutes most Saturdays. I’m 
playing a lot of football at the 
moment but that’s what | 
want to do. 

‘| enjoyed getting the chance 
to play in pre-season so 
hopefully I’ll get another 





chance soon to show the 
Gaffer what | can do. At the 
Start of the season | wanted to 
push on into the first team 
and paly regular reserve team 
football! which I’ve done. 
Hopefully now | can keep 
pushing on and towards the 
end of the season | can get a 
few more first team 
appearances. 

‘| look to players like Jack 
Dyer, he came from Aston 
Villa and had to do what I’m 
doing now so hopefully | can 
get a chance like him. 

‘l feel like I’ve developed a 
lot being with the first team, 
you get to understand what 
the Gaffer is looking for and 
what you need to improve.’ 


Burton Albion Football Club 


Albion v 
Kidderminster 
Harriers 





_ Venue: 

‘The Pirelli Stadium 

Goals: 
- Albion: - Bennett (56), 
Harness (65). 
Kidderminster — Reid (30). 


Albion 


HORTON 
O’MAHONEY 
DOYLE 
BENNETT == 
CURRIE 
SLADE 

M PALMER 
COWDRILL 
CROUCHER 
BROWNE 
HARNESS 
SUBSTITUTES: 
PATTERSON 
BINNS 
THORPE 
MURFIN 


Kidderminster 


JAMES 
SHEILS 

REID 
SMART 
HALL 
WILLIAMS 
SARMENTO 
J ELLIS 

K ELLIS 
DOYLE 
MAXWELL 
SUBSTITUTES: 
HAMMOND 
GOLDING 
WOOD 
GILBERT 
WALTERS 








Referee: 
Mr S. MEREDITH. 
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Burton Albion Under 18s sealed 
their place into the Second Round 
of the FA Youth Cup with a hard- 
fought 2-1 victory over 
Kidderminster Harriers Under 18s 
at the Pirelli Stadium. 

The youthful Albion side 
produced a gritty, committed 
performance to win from behind 
with second half goals from Billy 
Bennett and Marcus Harness 
cancelling out Shaq Reid’s solo 
effort for Kidderminster. 

Alex Horton started between the 
sticks with Kyle O’Mahoney, |saac 
Currie, Liam Slade and Joe Doyle 
starting in the backline. Bennett, 
Matt Palmer and Sam Croucher 
began in the centre of midfield 
with Harness and Leandro Browne 
on the flanks and Ben Cowdrill in 
the lone striker role. 

The opening exchanges were a 
tight, cagey affair with neither side 
really creating any chances of note 
with both defences on top in a 
disciplined manner. Harness did 
see a cross come shot go over the 
crossbar and at the other end 
Joshua Sarmento’s low tame shot 
was held by Albion keeper Horton. 

Kidderminster took the lead on 
the half hour mark with one of 
their first real attacks on goal. The 
Albion defence failed to halt REID’s 
solo run, as the Harriers left-back 
twisted and turned past several 
defenders before coolly slotting 
past Horton. 

Albion went extremely close to 
equalising in the 40th minute, 
Marcus Harness leapt high to head 
Kyle O’Mahoney’s deep cross 
downwards against the post. 
Sarmento then went close for 
Harriers, the winger ran into a 
space in the centre of the pitch and 
attempted an antbitious 25-yard 
effort which flew narrowly wide of 
Horton's post. 


Harriers should have doubled 
the lead a couple of minutes later 
as a quick breakaway saw Conoy 
Doyle play a perfect through-ball to 
Sarmento who failed to hit the 
target with just Horton to beat. 

O'Mahoney was looking a threat 
with his crosses and troubled 
Harriers keeper Jake James with a 
dangerous in-swinging ball which 
was tipped over just before half 
time. 

Albion began the second half 
much brighter and piled more 
pressure on the Harriers defence as 
Palmer's !ow 20-yard free kick 
glanced wide of James’s right-hand 
post after Judd Ellis had tripped 
Harness. 

And the increased pressure 
counted in the 56th minute when 
Joe Doyle teed up BENNETT who 
hit a wonderful curling effort 20- 
yard out into the back of the net, 
leaving James with no chance. 

The Brewers then took the lead 
in the 65th minute, HARNESS lost 
his marker and connected well to 
Palmer’s carner ta head home past 
James to quickly complete the 
turnaround. 

Horton did well to stop 
Sarmento’s stinging 20-yard shot 
after the tricky Harriers midfielder 
found plenty of space with another 
solo run. Palmer then cleared the 
ball off line after Jordan Smart's 
corner took a wicked deflection 
towards goal. 

Devarn Patterson replaced 
Bennett in the 76th minute as 
Kidderminster went dangerously 
close to an equaliser. Sarmento 
made a darting run down the wing 
and drove a low cross to the feet of 
Doyle who turned and smashed his 
close-range shot against the 
crossbar. 
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Albion v 
Bottesford 


Town 


FA Youth Cup 

Second Round 

Venue: 

The Pirelli Stadium 
Goals: 

Harness (19), (34), Currie 
(71), Palmer (90), Shelton 
(90) 


Albion 


HORTON 
O’MAHONEY 
DOYLE 
BENNETT 
CURRIE 
SLADE 

M PALMER 
COWDRILL 
CROUCHER 
BROWNE 
HARNESS 
SUBSTITUTES: 
BINNS 
THORPE 
SHELTON 
MURFIN 
TROKE 





Bottesford Town 


SIMON 
ROBINSON 
CONWAY 
MORFITT 
ROTHERAM 
POTTER 
LANE 
STEEPER 
HUTSON 
JONES 

PELL 
SUBSTITUTES: 
MONTEIRO 
PEARSON 
BRYANT 
KMAN 
THOMPSON 





Referee: 
Mr N Hopton 
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Burton Alblon Under 18's produced an 
Impressive performance to heat 
Bottesford Town Under 18's 5-0 In the 
Second Round of the FA Youth Cup at 
the Pirelli Stadium and earn a Third 
Raund home tie agalnst Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Marcus Harness put the Brewers In a 
commanding position with two first half 
goals before Isaac Currie added a third 
with a header. Matt Palmer and 
substitute Mark Shelton added to the 
goal tally in injury time to cap-off a 
convincing win. 

Albion opted to start with the same 
eleven that defeated Kidderminster 
Harriers 2-1 in the First Round and were 
rewarded with another fantastic team 
effort combined with some slick, eye- 
catching football. 

The Brewers dominated possession in 
the early stages of the game and created 
several chances to break the deadlock. 
leandro Browne tested Bottesfard 
goalkeeper Jordan Simon with a near- 
post shot from the edge of the area and 
Ben Cowdrill headed over Kyle 
O’Mahoney’s dangerous cross from 
close range. 

Palmer then had two chances to give 
Albion the lead in a matter of minutes. 
The midfielder first forced Simon into a 
save with a curling 15-yard effort after 
being fed by Browne in space and he 
then saw another fine right-focted effort 
glance wide af the past. 

Albion brake the deadlock in the 19th 
minute as the Bottesford defence failed 
to deal with O'Mahoney’s deep cross 
and HARNESS took full-advantage to 
Strike his close-range shot past Simon. 

Palmer was booked a minute later for 
pulling down the Poacher’s Matthew 
Steeper just outside the area. From the 
resultant free-kick Callum Pell was a 
whisker away from scoring an equaliser, 
his 20-yard effort flying narrowly over 
Alex Hortan’s goal. 

Albion came close to doubling the 
lead in the 33rd minute, Harness 
displayed good flair hefore finding 
Browne in space and the winger’s shot 
into the bottom corner was just stopped 
by Simon at full stretch. 

The lead was doubled a minute later 
as the Bottesford defence were guilty of 
failing to clear their lines from Browne’s 
cross and an unmarked HARNESS was on 


hand to smash the ball home from 10 
yards. 

Bottesford’s best move of the half 
came just before the break as Jordan 
Lane played a perfect through-bal! to 
Dayle Hutson who ran into the box and 
found his strike-partner Kyle Janes, with 
the forward going close with a shat that 
went just narrowly wide of the post. 

The Brewers youngsters continued to 
press forward after half time as right- 
back O'Mahoney struck a 25-yard effort 
over the crossbar. Albion made a couple 
of substitutions as Shelton replaced 
Browne and Matt Murfin took the place 
of Billy Bennett. Murfin almost made an 
immediate impact as he forced Simon 
into another save with a low drilled shot 
from 25 yards. 

Sheltan went close to adding to the 
Brewers lead in the 70th minute, the 
substitute broke into the box after a neat 
one-two with Sam Croucher and his 
fierce shot was tipped round the post by 
Siman. 

From the resultant corner a third goal 
was Scored as Palmer made a good run 
along the by-line and placed a perfect 
cross back to CURRIE, with the centre- 
back powering his header well past 
Simon from six yards. 

Albion then made the final 
substitution as Lewis Troke replaced 
Cowdrill in the lone striker role. Skipper 
Liam Slade went extremely close to 
scoring in the 84th minute as Troke’s 
shot from the edge of the area was 
deflected into the path of Harness with 
the  winger’s rebounded _ shot 
subsequently blocked which caused a 
scramble and Siman did well to prevent 
Slade from converting on the line. 

To their credit Bottesford fought hard 
throughout the keenly-contested game 
but the Brewers made absolutely sure of 
the victory in injury time with two 
further goals. PALMER scored Albion’s 
fourth with a great solo effort. The 
creative midfielder superbly beat several 
Bottesfard players and placed his shot 
into the bottom right-hand corner of the 
net from just inside the box. 

SHELTON then added the fifth goal of 
the night just a minute J/ater, the 
substitute raced clear of the Bottesford 
defence and was on-hand ta slot his low 
shot past Simon with the ball hitting the 
post on its way into the back of the net. 
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Name: Shae Yates 


Date of Birth: 29/11/1995 
Position: Striker 





Name: Ben Cowdrill 


Date of Birth: 02/12/1994 
Position: Centre Forward 


Name: Isaac Currie 


Date of Birth: 03/11/95 
Position: Right Back 





Name: Leandro Browne 


Date of Birth: 04/12/95 
Position: Centre Midfield 


Name: Kyle O'Mahoney 


Date of Birth: 16/12/94 
Position: Right Back/ Centre Back 





Name: Talon Didlick 


Date of Birth: 24/09/94 
Position: Goalkeeper 





Name: Ryan Binns 


Date of Birth: 08/12/95 
Position: Left Back 
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Name: Joe Doyle 


Date of Birth: 14/10/95 
Position: Right Back/ Midfielder 


Name: Ben Marshall 


Date of Birth: 23/10/95 
Pasition: Striker/ Winger 


Name: Alex Horton 


Date of Birth: 25/10/95 
Position: Goalkeeper 


Name: Marcus Harness 


Date of Birth: 24/02/96 
Position: Midfield/ Attacker 





Name: Devarn Patterson 


Date of Birth: 26/08/96 


wa Position: Midfield/ Attacker 


Name: Liam Slade 





Date of Birth: 14/05/95 
Position: Centre Back 
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Burton Albion in the 
FA Youth Cup 





The Burton Albion youth 
team has played some 
memorable matches down 
the years in the FA Youth Cup. 
The competition provided an 
opportunity for young players 
such as Darren Stride and 
Aaron Webster to cut their 
teeth in front of supporters at 
Eton Park, with the Brewers 
often facing opposition from 
much higher in the Football 
pyramid. 

Here former Youth Team 
Manager John Appleby shares 
his experiences from some of 
the more memorable Youth 


With former Youth Team Manager 


Cup matches. 

‘| think the first match which 
comes to mind would be when 
we beat Ratcliffe Olympic 14- 
0. That was a record result for 
us. We also played Mansfield 
Town twice where in one year 
we lost 9-0. The second time 
we played them we drew 1-1 
at Field Mill, Darren Stride 
(pictured) scored a stunning 
8Sth minute equaliser. Their 
manager at the time was John 
Newman who obviously went 
on to be assistant manager at 
Burton Albion. 

‘In the replay we played on 
an absolute gluepot of a pitch 
at Eton Park and thanks to a 
119th minute goal from Steve 
Jepson we won 1-0. It was 
perfect timing as they were 
barely able to take the kick off 
again afterwards. 

‘We played Nottingham 
Forest in the Third Round 
proper and they had three 
England youth internationals 
in the side. Paul McGregor was 
their real hot shot and he 
went on to play in the 
European Cup. We lost 2-1, 
Tali Dhillon scored an 
equaliser for us but they went 


John Appleby 


on to win. It was the perfect 
tactical performance for us as 
we kept them pinned in our 
own penalty area! 

‘We had another big game 
against Wrexham when they 
were a Football League club. 
They managed to edge it 9-0 
and we had two goalkeepers 
sent off, both for bringing 
down their striker. 

‘I've gat lots of happy 
memories of the FA Youth Cup 
and you have to remember 
that we were playing really big 
teams back when we were 
well dawn the pecking order 
in either the Northern or 
Southern Premier Leagues. It 
was great to have the chance 
to be drawn against the big 
boys. 

‘We took some scalps of 
some big conference clubs tao 
like Rushden & Diamonds and 
Kidderminster Harriers. It was 
a great opportunity to give an 
introduction to the likes of 
Aaron Webster and Darren 
Stride. Stride actually played in 
the FA Youth Cup after playing 
for the senior side in the FA 
Cup against Sandwell 
Borough.’ 


‘ 
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Ryan Binns 


Tonight's Officials 
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Assistant referee: 


Charlie Dawes 
. Mark Curwood 
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Brad Tomlinson 
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